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Senator Wesely provided us his handouts, he noted that the
committee amendment for this bill had stripped away the
registration requirements, had stripped out the
credentialing requirements, and it simply provided my poor
dental assistants with a statutory home, i.e., they would be
defined as people who worked in dental offices. I thought
to myself it is a crime to go up the mountain and get to the
top and see so little below but that is all r ight . I h ave
visited with the dental assistants. They have told me that
it is better to have a home in statute than no home at all.
So with that, I will support LB 267 as seriously amended and
gutted by the committee.

SPEAKER NICHOL: And may all your teeth fall out at once.
The question is the advancement of the bill. All those in
favor vo te a y e , o p p osed nay. R ecord, Mr . C le r k , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 27 eyes, 0 nays on the motion to advance the bill,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: L B 2 67 advanced. LB 277 .

CLERK: Mr. President, 277 was introduced by Senators DeCamp
and C hronis te r . (Read title.) It was read in January of
last year. It was referred to Health and Human Services.
It was advanced to General File. There are He a l t h an d H uman
Services Committee amendments pending.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, please.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ank y o u . Speaker Nichol, members of the
Legislature, LB 277 deals with respiratory therapists. It
i s a b i l l t h at wou l d p r ov i de for a numbe r of
recognition...yes, LB 277 pro vides for l icensure of
respiratory therapists. T he b i l l a s i nt r od u ced t o u s l a s t
year would have also provided for that. They went t h r o u gh
the LB 407 p r o cess and went through the technical committee
which agreed, the director which agreed, and the committee
which has agr ee d t h a t they ought to be licensed. I f y o u
will look at the ot her bills that have come through,
licensure is the highest standard b y w h i c h w e r e co g n i z e
h ealth p r o f e s s i o n a l s . So i t i s no small achievement that
they have gotten the support they h ave t o be l i cen s e d .
T here ar e so m e co n c e r n s , I guess Senator Withem has an
amendment t o t h e b i l l t h at wi l l be conside red b u t , by and
l arge , we ha v e wo r k e d w i t h the 407 people and with the
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